
KEY

3.5 billion years ago

Single-celled; had a membrane that enclosed them

Ancient

False

more than 9,000

The cut area will grow back as if nothing happened.

The cells begin to come back together again and build new sponges. No other animal can 
resurrect itself in this way.

Collagen

Spicules



A sponge pumps water and filters out the food

The sponge absorbed the water and dye through its ostia and into its body. The water/dye 
was then pumped out of the osculum.

Flowing out

1 ounce

You can see a sclerocyte; the walls of the canals are able to absorb nutrients

Choanocytes have whip-like flagella that create a current

Reproduction

Sponges

No. The sperm have to actually make it to the sponge, which is 
very difficult. 

Sponges feed. Sponges are able to reproduce. Sponges are made specialized 
cells that perform a variety of functions. Sponges have collagen in their 
body.

Sponges require the pumping of water for survival. They use this water for 
food, breathing, reproducing, and getting rid of waste. Without water 
pumping through their body, survival is not possible.
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